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I mentioned the happiness of the French in their subordination, by the reciprocal benevolence and attachment between the great and those in lower rank1. Mr. Boyd gave us an instance of their gentlemanly spirit. An old Chevalier de Malthe, of ancient noblesse, but in low circumstances, was in a coffee-house at Paris, where was Julien, the great manufacturer at the Gobelins, of the fine tapestry, so much distinguished both for the figures and the colours. The chevalier's carriage was very old. Says Julien, with a plebeian insolence. ' I think, Sir, you had better have your carriage new painted.' The chevalier looked at him with indignant contempt, and answered, ' Well, Sir, you may take it home and dye it.' All the coffee-house rejoiced at Julian's confusion.
We set out about nine. Dr. Johnson was curious to see one of those structures which northern antiquarians call a Druid's temple. I had a recollection of one at Strichcn; which I had seen fifteen years ago; so we went four miles out of our road, after passing Old Deer, and went thither. Mr. Fraser, the proprietor, was at home, and shewed it to us. But I had augmented it in my mind ; for all that remains is two stones set up on end, with a long one laid upon them, as was usual, and one stone at a little distance from them. That stone was the capital one of the circle which surrounded what now remains. Mr. Fraser was very
1 Mme. Riccoboni wrote to Garrick on May 3, 1769:—' Vous con-viendrez que Ics nobles sont peu menages par vos auteurs ; le sot, le fat, ou le malhonnete homme mele dans 1'intriguc est presque tou-jours un lord.' Garrick Carres, ii. 561. Dr. Moore ( View of Society in France, i. 29) writing in 1779 says:—'I am convinced there is no country in Europe where royal favour, high birth, and the military profession could be allowed such privileges as they have in France, and where there would be so few instances of their producing rough and brutal behaviour to inferiors.' Mrs. Piozzi, writing in 1784, though she did not publish her book till 1789, said:—'The French are really a contented race of mortals;—precluded almost from possibility of adventure, the low Parisian leads a gentle, humble life, nor envies that greatness he never can obtain.' Journey through France, i. 13.
hospitable. was of Johnson that his Lordship complained
